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SUBJECT: UK VIEWS ON MBFR 

REF: VIENNA 3245 

1. REFTEL NOTES THAT UK POSITION ON MBFR HAS CONTINUED 
TO BE CONSERVATIVE SINCE TALKS RESUMED IN JANUARY AND 
THAT POLICY HAS NOT CHANGED UNDER NEW LABOR GOVT. WHILE 
THIS IS TRUE, WE UNDERSTAND FROM FCO/MOD OFFICIALS THAT 
MBFR POLICY IS UNDER REVIEW. EMPHASIS SHOULD BE ON FACT 
THAT POLICY HAS NOT CHANGED AS OF NOW. BUT THIS IS TRUE 
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PARTLY BECAUSE NO ISSUE HAS ARISEN WHICH HAS REQUIRED 
NEW MINISTERS TO BE BRIEFED ON COMPLEXITIES OF MBFR. 
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BOTH TICKELL AND MCLAREN OF FCO WESTERN ORGANIZATION 
DEPARTMENT HAVE TOLD US IN LAST WEEK THAT NEW LABOR 
MINISTERS HAVE NOT YET BEEN ASKED TO REVIEW MBFR. 

2. ON APRIL 19 MCLAREN SPECULATED FURTHER THAT OFFICIALS 
WILL NOT HAVE OCCASION TO PUT MBFR TO MINISTERS IN NEXT 
FEW WEEKS. THUS WE CAN EXPECT CURRENT UK POLICY LINE TO 
CONTINUE AT LEAST UNTIL NEW NEGOTIATION SESSION WITH 
WARSAW PACT (WP) BEGINS. 

3. UK MBFR REP ROSE IS SCHEDULED TO BE IN LONDON APRIL 
29-MAY 3 FOR MEETINGS IN FCO AND MOD AND, ON APRIL 30, 

WILL HAVE BI-LATERAL ON MBFR WITH RUTH AND ROTH OF FRG. 
BUT MCLAREN DOES NOT ANTICIPATE THAT EITHER ROSE VISIT 
OR FRG/UK BI-LATERAL WILL PRECIPITATE EARLY MINISTERIAL 
REVIEW. 

4. EMBASSY ESTIMATE IS THAT MBFR REVIEW BY UK MINISTERS 
WILL OCCUR WHEN WP POSITION COMES OUT IN NEXT STAGE OF 
TALKS AND AS UK DEFENSE SPENDING REVIEW TAKES SHAPE. IF 
SPENDING REVIEW INDICATES DOWNTURN IN UK RESOURCES AVAIL- 
ABLE FOR NATO, HMG MAY WELL BECOME MORE INTERESTED IN 
PARTICIPATION IN SOME MBFR REDUCTIONS. 

ANNENBERG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, NEGOTIATIONS, MEETINGS, MEETING REPORTS, NUCLEAR WEAPONS, MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974LONDON04900 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740092-0351 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740430/aaaababy.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ACDA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: VIENNA 3245 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <20-Jul-2001 by reddocgw, RDFRD>; RELEASED <07 MAY 2002 by golinofr>; APPROVED <07 MAY 2002 by 
golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UK VIEWS ON MBFR 

TAGS: PARM, XT, NATO 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



